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and interest that would be realized if these movements and the resist- 
ance did not occur. A clear distinction between static studies and 
dynamic ones will settle many controversies. It will bring more 
nearly into unity what looks like a mass of divergent and irreconcil- 
able thought than anything else that is possible. In revealing the 
necessity of making this distinction, Dr. Macfarlane's book renders 
a service that is, perhaps, incidental to its main purpose. The work 
will be valued by all who appreciate the importance of clear thinking 
concerning the laws of distribution. John B Clark 

Histoire des doctrines e'conomiques. Par A. Espinas, Pro- 

fesseur a la Faculte" des Lettres de Bordeaux. Paris, Armand 

Colin et Cie., n. d. — 359 pp. 
Recherches sur I 'histoire de Ve'conomie politique. Par Ernest 

Nys, Professeur a PUniversite' de Bruxelles. Bruxelles, Alfred 

Castaigne, 1898. — xv, 247 pp. 
Histoire des doctrines e'conomiques. Par Joseph Rambaud. 

Paris, L. Larose, 1899. — 5 12 pp. 

The influence of the newer school or schools of economists in 
France is making itself apparent in more ways than one. Among 
these not the least is the increased attention paid to the history of 
economic theory. Until a few years ago the absence of any satisfac- 
tory treatment of these topics was very noticeable. Recently, how- 
ever, we called attention to Professor Souchon's study of the economic 
theories of the Greeks ; and we now have almost simultaneously three 
French books on the general history of political economy. 

The work of Professor Espinas, of Bordeaux, is only a slight sketch. 
As was to be expected from the well-known views of the author, con- 
siderable attention is paid to the philosophical bases of the vari- 
ous doctrines. The author acknowledges his great indebtedness to 
Ingram, although he supplements the latter at several points. The 
book is well prepared ; but it will not fill any great gap for American 
or English readers. 

A more independent work is that of M. Ernest Nys, professor at 
the University of Brussels. Professor Nys has already written a 
great deal, more especially on the subject of international law — for 
he is not an economist by profession. The present book is really 
less a history of economic theory than a history of economic institu- 
tions, with a few reflections on theory interspersed here and there. 
Thus, the author takes up in turn the Byzantine and the Mussulman 
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influence on industry, the economic condition of Norman Sicily, the 
mediaeval towns, the commercial and industrial policy of Europe, 
the Jews, the merchants and the bankers, the economic influence of 
the church and the Knights Templars, and questions of taxation, of 
money and of commercial law. It will be seen that this is primarily 
a study, and not a very profound one at that, of economic institu- 
tions. There is, however, a special chapter devoted to mediaeval eco- 
nomic theories, treating of Thomas Aquinas and his followers, and 
another dealing with the theory of money. The book closes with a 
chapter on the beginnings of the modern epoch, dealing with the 
causes and nature of Mercantilism. Professqr Nys discloses a scanty 
acquaintance with the recent work done by economists and economic 
historians in this field. What he says is generally interesting and 
correct so far as it goes ; but it is by no means on the level of modern 
historic investigation. 

Easily the best of the three works is the History of Economic Doc- 
trines, by Joseph Rambaud, professor of political economy in the 
law faculty at Lyon. This is a comprehensive work, which devotes, 
however, only very slight attention to the period before the Physio- 
crats. The economic views of classical antiquity are disposed of in 
a few pages ; and the middle ages are treated in a very cavalier 
fashion. So, also, the discussion of the whole Mercantilist doctrine 
is exceedingly inadequate. All this may be explained by the theory 
of the author, who entitles his first book " Political Economy before 
the Economists," and who begins the work proper with the theory of 
economic laws. That this is entirely too narrow a view need not be 
explained here. The chapter on the Physiocrats, on the other hand, 
is very full. We notice, however, that Professor Rambaud still clings 
to the old myth that Gournay was one of the founders of the Physio- 
cratic school. Had he studied Mercantilism a little more deeply, he 
would have seen — what is now known to most students — that Gournay 
was more of an enlightened Mercantilist than a Physiocrat. The 
treatment of Adam Smith is, on the whole, impartial. It must be 
said, however, that, although reference is made to Adam Smith's 
recent lectures on Justice, etc., Professor Rambaud evidently could 
not have read them; for otherwise he would not have stated that 
Smith had planned the whole Wealth of Nations before he went to 
France. The treatment of the reciprocal influence of Adam Smith 
and Turgot is very unsatisfactory. 

Professor Rambaud discloses a good acquaintance with recent 
literature in other languages — as evidenced, for instance, by his 
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treatment of the American economist, Daniel Raymond, to whom, 
following Sherwood, he ascribes considerable influence on List and 
the whole protectionist movement in America. Englishmen will 
certainly object to his devoting just three lines in his volume of over 
five hundred pages to Senior, whereas seven pages are devoted to 
Bastiat. In the main, however, the book is well proportioned. 

Professor Rambaud is not a member of the historical school, 
although he tries to be just to their views. That he does not always 
succeed, is apparent in his arguments on pages 331-333 and on page 
346. He correctly regards Ihering as the real exponent of the his- 
torical school in jurisprudence, and takes his arguments as the start- 
ing point in the discussion. He objects to the theory of social 
evolution as portrayed, because it ends in a blasphemy; and he takes 
exception to the theory of economic materialism, because he thinks that 
it would involve the triumph of socialism — both of them arguments 
of the weakest kind. The work is surprisingly free from misprints, 
to which we have unfortunately become accustomed in French books. 
We have, however, noticed several — such as " Denham Steuart " 
(page 126), " Harward" University in various places, and a curious 
confusion between General Walker and his father on page 343. 
There we read : " We must not confound this Amasa Walker with 
his father, Francis Amasa Walker (1 799-1875), Deputy, Senator and 
Secretary of State of the United States." Not only has Professor 
Rambaud got father and son mixed up, but the father held his 
positions, not under the Federal government, but under that of the 
State of Massachusetts. Notwithstanding these and other minor 
defects, the work of Professor Rambaud is, on the whole, a solid and 
respectable performance : it is not only the best of its kind in France, 
but also possesses some advantages in the way of arrangement and 
contents over anything that we yet have in English or German. That 
it nevertheless does not yet constitute a really adequate history of 
economics need scarcely be added. e, r. a. Seligman. 

Die Feldgetneinschaft in Russland. Ein Beitrag zur Sozial- 

geschichte und zur Kenntniss der gegenwartigen wirthschaftlichen 

Lage des russischen Bauernstandes. Von Wladimir Gr. Simkho- 

witsch. Jena, Gustav Fischer, 1898. — xv, 399 pp. 

This book of Mr. Simkhowitsch will be read with great benefit by 

every student of the economic history and the modern conditions of 

Russia. The author lays no claim to originality, but he has set 

before himself the task of exhausting in one volume the entire litera- 



